Good Friday Dramatized Reading for 2009

Speaking parts written by Canon Dawn Davis
Performed by: Cheryl Cancelli, Ernie Greenwood, Joe Bile, Dawn Davis
and Anne Kern

Gospel of John: chapters 18 and 19

1 8After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his

disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden,
which he and his disciples entered. “Now Judas, who betrayed him,
also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples.
So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from
the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns
and torches and weapons. “Then Jesus, knowing all that was to
happen to him, came forward and asked them, ‘For whom are you
looking?’ “They answered, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, ‘I am
he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. °When Jesus”
said to them, ‘I am he’,” they stepped back and fell to the ground.
’Again he asked them, ‘For whom are you looking?’ And they said,
‘Jesus of Nazareth.” ®Jesus answered, ‘I told you that I am he.” So if
you are looking for me, let these men go.’ “This was to fulfil the word
that he had spoken, ‘I did not lose a single one of those whom you
gave me.’ '°Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the
high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was
Malchus. *'Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put your sword back into its sheath.
Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?’

12 So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus
and bound him. **First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-
law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. “Caiaphas was the one who
had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the
people.

Speaker 1: Wasn't it only a few days ago we were all
waving our palm branch and shouting, ‘Fix it!" ‘Make
it right!” ‘“Take this mess away from us!’ Such high
hopes, such great expectations and now such a



tragic turn of events. The high and mighty - who
could do no wrong - now can do no right. I am not a
fickle person but I feel such anger when people do
not live up to my expectations, when life does not
pan out the way I want it to. Why are there so many
disappointments? Why does it have to be so hard?
Why do I feel so angry? And why do I feel so alone?
Jesus will you remember me when you come into
you kingdom?

instrumental, dancer mimes/dances the feeling of the reflection

15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that
disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the
courtyard of the high priest, '°but Peter was standing outside at the
gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went
out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in.
"The woman said to Peter, ‘You are not also one of this man’s
disciples, are you?’ He said, ‘I am not.” ‘®*Now the slaves and the police
had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing
round it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them
and warming himself.

19 Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about
his teaching. ““Jesus answered, ‘I have spoken openly to the world; I
have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the
Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. “*Why do you ask
me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.’
*2When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck
Jesus on the face, saying, ‘Is that how you answer the high priest?’
*3Jesus answered, ‘If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But
if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?’ “*Then Annas sent him
bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked
him, ‘You are not also one of his disciples, are you?’ He denied it and
said, ‘I am not.” “°One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the



man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, ‘Did I not see you in the
garden with him?’ ?’Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the
cock crowed.

Speaker 2: Oh Peter! There you stand in the open
courtyard, on trial just like your friend. Everyone can
see you're a liar. Everyone heard the dishonesty of
your hollow denial. Ironically, you took everything
that you could, away from the one who was giving
you all. But who am I to judge you? Those were
dangerous days. And how many times in my own life
have I heard the faint crowing of the rooster? Oh
yes, it happens to me. When I am ashamed and
embarrassed to say I have faith. When I let fear and
panic rule my life instead of witnessing to the peace
that passes all understanding. When I don’t speak
out against what I know is wrong, like the slave
wages that made these clothes; the terrible
treatment of refugees and vulnerable women and
children; the reckless treatment of our planet. 1
don’t fear the kind of persecution you received, dear
Peter, but I do fear and that fear keeps me from
publically proclaiming the glory and the might and
the power and the hope ...

Jesus, will you remember me when you come into
you kingdom?

instrumental, dancer mimes/dances the feeling of the reflection

28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters.™ It
was early in the morning. They themselves did not enter the
headquarters,” so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat
the Passover. “?So Pilate went out to them and said, ‘What accusation
do you bring against this man?’ *°They answered, ‘If this man were not
a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.’ *!Pilate said to



them, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.’ The
Jews replied, ‘We are not permitted to put anyone to death.’ **(This
was to fulfil what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death
he was to die.)

33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters” again, summoned Jesus, and
asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ **Jesus answered, ‘Do you
ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?’ **Pilate replied,
‘T am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have
handed you over to me. What have you done?’ *®Jesus answered, ‘My
kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world,
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to
the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ */Pilate asked
him, 'So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king.
For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the
truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” **Pilate
asked him, ‘What is truth?’

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, ‘I
find no case against him. *?But you have a custom that I release
someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you
the King of the Jews?’ “°They shouted in reply, ‘Not this man, but
Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.

1 9Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. “And the soldiers

wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him
in a purple robe. *They kept coming up to him, saying, ‘Hail, King of
the Jews!” and striking him on the face. “Pilate went out again and said
to them, ‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I
find no case against him.’ °So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man!’
®When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify
him! Crucify him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify
him; I find no case against him.” “The Jews answered him, ‘We have a
law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed
to be the Son of God.’

8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. “He
entered his headquarters™ again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are you



from?’ But Jesus gave him no answer. '°Pilate therefore said to him,
‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to
release you, and power to crucify you?’ ''Jesus answered him, ‘You
would have no power over me unless it had been given you from
above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a
greater sin.” '“From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews
cried out, 'If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.
Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.’

13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat”
on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in
Hebrew”™ Gabbatha. *Now it was the day of Preparation for the
Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, ‘Here is your
King!” *°They cried out, ‘Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!’
Pilate asked them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The chief priests
answered, ‘We have no king but the emperor.’ ‘°Then he handed him
over to them to be crucified.

Speaker 3: Compromise, concession, special
consideration! Oh Pilate, I know your dilemma. The
practical reality is, to get along in this life you must
constantly bend and twist. Nothing is ever black or
white. I want the best for my family, but my lifestyle
hurts others. I want this economy to get going again
but that means more debt. I want the children in far
away places to enjoy full and abundant lives but at
what cost? When does our compromising go too far?
When have we blurred right and wrong so much that
we can not distinguished one from the other. There
were forces at work here that were bigger than you,
Pilate. You were just one person. Each one of us is
just one person. I am just one person!....

Jesus, will you remember me when you come into
you kingdom?

instrumental, dancer mimes/dances the feeling of the reflection



So they took Jesus; '“and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to
what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew" is called
Golgotha. '®There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on
either side, with Jesus between them. '°Pilate also had an inscription
written and put on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth,” the King of
the Jews.’ “°Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place
where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in
Hebrew,” in Latin, and in Greek. “'Then the chief priests of the Jews
said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews”, but, “This man
said, I am King of the Jews.” ’ “’Pilate answered, ‘What I have written
I have written.” “When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his
clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They
also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece
from the top. ““So they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but
cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfil what the
scripture says,
‘They divided my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.’
*>And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. “°When
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside
her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ ?’Then he said
to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple
took her into his own home.

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in
order to fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.” °’A jar full of sour wine was
standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of
hyssop and held it to his mouth. *°When Jesus had received the wine,
he said, ‘It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the
bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially because that
sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the
legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. *’Then the
soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had
been crucified with him. **But when they came to Jesus and saw that



he was already dead, they did not break his legs. **Instead, one of the
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water
came out. *’(He who saw this has testified so that you also may
believe. His testimony is true, and he knows™ that he tells the truth.)
**These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None
of his bones shall be broken.’ *>’And again another passage of scripture
says, ‘'They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of
Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked
Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him
permission; so he came and removed his body. *’Nicodemus, who had
at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh
and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. ““They took the body of
Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the
burial custom of the Jews. “'Now there was a garden in the place
where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in
which no one had ever been laid. “°’And so, because it was the Jewish
day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Speaker 4: Jesus, how did you meet your death? Did
you hold on with certainty to the promises of your
father or did you face death like most of us,
staggering with uncertainty into the darkness. Your
darkness made darker by cruelty and hate. Death
frightens us, did it frighten you? What if God isn’t
there? What if love is lost? What if our best efforts
end in failure? Doubt and fear. They took you from
the executioner’s cross and laid your body in the
tomb. My soul will wait by that tomb and sing its
song of grief. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Anthem: Kontakion, Rupert Lang

Silence



